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About State Health and Value Strategies

State Health and Value Strategies (SHVS) assists states in their efforts to 
transform health and healthcare by providing targeted technical assistance to 
state officials and agencies. The program is a grantee of the Robert Wood 
Johnson Foundation, led by staff at Princeton University’s School of Public and 
International Affairs. The program connects states with experts and peers to 
undertake healthcare transformation initiatives. By engaging state officials, the 
program provides lessons learned, highlights successful strategies, and brings 
together states with experts in the field. Learn more at www.shvs.org.

Questions? Email Heather Howard at heatherh@Princeton.edu.

Support for this presentation was provided by the Robert Wood Johnson Foundation. 
The views expressed here do not necessarily reflect the views of the Foundation. 
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About Manatt Health

Manatt Health, a division of Manatt, Phelps & Phillips, LLP, is an 
integrated legal and consulting practice with over 160 professionals in 
nine locations across the country. Manatt Health supports states, 
providers, and insurers with understanding and navigating the complex 
and rapidly evolving healthcare policy and regulatory landscape. Manatt 
Health brings deep subject matter expertise to its clients, helping them 
expand coverage, increase access, and create new ways of organizing, 
paying for, and delivering care. For more information, visit 
www.manatt.com/ManattHealth.aspx

http://www.manatt.com/ManattHealth.aspx
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Background: Medicaid’s Role in Maternal 
Healthcare

Source:  MACPAC, Medicaid’s Role in Maternal Health, June 2020; KFF, Medicaid Initiatives to Improve Maternal and Infant Health and Address Racial Disparities, November 2020.

Medicaid and the Children’s Health Insurance Program (CHIP) have long played a key role in providing 
maternity-related services for pregnant people.

Medicaid provides a nationwide base of health insurance coverage for low-income pregnant and 
postpartum people and infants, accounting for 75% of all public expenditures for family planning 

services and covers close to half of all births nationally. 

Medicaid/CHIP play a particularly key role in healthcare for pregnant and postpartum people of 
color, covering the majority of births among Black, American Indian/Alaskan Native and Latino(a) 

people. As a result of structural racism in healthcare and other social systems, people of color 
experience higher rates of maternal mortality and morbidity, low birthweight and infant 

mortality, and lower life expectancy. Medicaid/CHIP are critical programs that can address these 
stark disparities and structural, racial inequities in the healthcare system.

Approximately 1.7 million people are currently enrolled in the Medicaid or CHIP pregnant 
eligibility group. Research shows that coverage before, during, and after pregnancy facilitates 

access to care that supports healthy pregnancies, as well as positive maternal and infant 
outcomes after childbirth.

https://www.macpac.gov/wp-content/uploads/2020/06/Chapter-5-Medicaid%E2%80%99s-Role-in-Maternal-Health.pdf
https://www.kff.org/report-section/medicaid-initiatives-to-improve-maternal-and-infant-health-and-address-racial-disparities-issue-brief/
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Stronger partnerships and learning collaboratives across federal and state government as well as 
between state agencies can play a key role in improving maternal health in the United States. However, 

these partnerships do not always materialize, and like-minded agencies are often working in silos.

Background: Enabling Effective Partnerships to 
Improve Maternal Health  

▪ Despite aligned missions and overlapping funding sources, state Medicaid and Maternal/Child 
Health Offices lack joint communication and collaboration processes and structures. 

▪ Title V (Maternal and Child Health or MCH) Block grants, other public health programs and 
Medicaid have different funding sources and have different reporting requirements that can result 
in fragmentation.

▪ In addition, the overwhelming majority of Medicaid maternal healthcare is provided through 
managed care plans that may have different approaches to managing pregnancy, making 
coordination more challenging.

▪ There are opportunities for states to partner with managed care plans, community-based 
organizations and other partners to improve maternal health outcomes (e.g., referral and delivery 
of services that address health-related social needs).
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State Strategies to Improve Maternal Health 
and Promote Health Equity Compendium

Available here: State Strategies to Improve Maternal Health and Promote Health 
Equity Compendium - RWJF

https://www.rwjf.org/en/library/research/2022/10/state-strategies-to-improve-maternal-health-and-promote-health-equity-compendium.html
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Discussion
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Heather Howard
Director

State Health and Value 
Strategies

heatherh@princeton.edu 
609-258-9709
www.shvs.org 

Dan Meuse
Deputy Director

State Health and Value 
Strategies

dmeuse@princeton.edu 
609-258-7389
www.shvs.org 

Heather Howard
Director

State Health and Value Strategies Program
heatherh@princeton.edu

Daniel Meuse
Deputy Director

State Health and Value Strategies Program
dmeuse@princeton.edu

Thank You

Patricia Boozang
Senior Managing Director

Manatt Health
pboozang@manatt.com

Linda Elam
Managing Director

Manatt Health
lelam@manatt.com
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Momnibus Updates 
A new Navigator poll shows broad support of passing the Momnibus…

• 72% of all registered voters support passing the Momnibus in 2022 – a 
higher level of support than any of the other policies included in the poll: 
NDAA, aid for Ukraine, the Electoral Count Reform Act, abortion rights 
protections, an assault weapons ban, and same-sex marriage protections.

• 85% of Democrats, 63% of Independents, and 59% of Republicans support 
passing the Momnibus in 2022.

• More than 70% of voters in every racial and ethnic group supports passing 
the Momnibus in 2022.

https://www.protectourcare.org/navigator-poll-shows-broad-bipartisan-support-for-maternal-and-child-health-in-the-upcoming-end-of-year-package/




Recent Resources 

• We Can Do Better: Advancing Maternity Care Together(HHS)

• Doula Care and Maternal Health: An Evidence Review (HHS 
ASPE)

https://twitter.com/i/broadcasts/1yoKMZYOjEzGQ
https://aspe.hhs.gov/reports/doula-care
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